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From the Director’'s Desk

"There's an opportune time to
do things, a right time for
everything on the earth."

Eccl. 3:1-14

The author of Ecclesiastes
tells us that there is a right
time to plant and another to
reap, a time to embrace
and another to part, a right
time to hold on and another
to let go. As many of you

already know, effective July
6th | have decided to retire
from eighteen years of minis-
try with UMCM. It has been
one of the most challenging
and rewarding ministries of
my career. | thank God for
giving me the opportunity to
serve our neighbors in need
and | thank each and every
one of you, our readers,

volunteers and

staff,

supporters.
(Continue on page 2)
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Summer Learning Camp

UMCM is planning a camp
for elementary children at
Union St. UMC June 15th
through July 15th. Gina
McPherson, Director of
PASS+ reports, "This year
the theme is "LIVING
THINGS... All  God's
Creatures I" UMCM is look-
ing for help with scholar-
ships so as many children
as possible may attend.

Suggested donations are
$35.00 per child for a schol-
arship and $55. per child for
supplies. Donations may
be sent to UMCM, 1625
Union Street, Clearwater,
FlI 33755 or visit our web
site at umcm.info and you
may contribute with a credit
card through our secure
Network for Good site at
www.networkforgood.org

. Jacqueline, PASS+ first grader,

has worked hard and her report
card shows it!



Pack-A-SACK 4 Kids

Coordinator Lewis Hill hopes to feed
over 1,200 hungry children in 47 Flor-
ida Title One Schools by 2011. The
UMCM Board Member describes the
support thus far as "positive and
promising." Lewis explains, "The
concept is very simple. Churches
donate packaged food and volun-
teers pack the sacks then bring them
to participating schools for distribu-
tion." Sacks go to Title One Schools
in Pinellas County on Friday after-
noon to children who are identified by
school officials. As they board the
bus for the weekend, they are given 2
days of nutritious snacks.
Contents include a variety of protein-

rich, low-sugar items. Hill empha-
sized that cash donations are
crucial. In fall of 2008, Lewis
teamed with Donna Ratzlaff,
UMCM's Executive Director, to
launch the project Lewis
says, "We are grateful for 1st
United Methodist Church of
Clearwater, Belleair Elementary
School and the other advocates in
Pinellas Schools who have joined
the program.” Symptoms of
malnutrition include; lethargy, poor
concentration, discipline issues,
and even low grades. The number
of hungry kids has increased
as the economic slump continues.

Lewis Hill packs sacks with
volunteers of 1st UMC in Clearwater

If you wish to help, contact Lewis at
(727) 446-5955 or UMCM at (727) 442-
6881.

From the Director’'s Desk

| have been blessed and inspired by

Continued from page 1

| vividly remember when God brought
me to UMCM in 1991. It happened to
be on April Fools Day.! | am so glad
that our God has a sense of
humor! My appointment was to direct
two part-time outreach ministries
(UMCM and Childs Park Church in
the Community). There were two paid
employees, the Director and a part-
time secretary, a budget of $39,000,
30 volunteers and mounting debt
along with a mandate to help fill the
gap and meet the needs of a very
poor community. One of the many
joys of being a part of UMCM for such
a long period is being able to look
back at the growth of the agency and
how it has creatively filled the human
need gap with life-changing programs;
from food pantries to transportation
programs to home repair to transi-
tional housing to after-school tutorial
programs, summer camps, literacy
programs including basic reading and
writing to  English for Speakers of
Other Languages and preschool
education for refugee and immigrant
children as well as free legal clinics
and hunger initiatives. It is wonderful
to be in a check-out line in a store or
in a parking lot and have someone
stop you and say,

the many volunteers and staff who

"You probably do not remember
me but (I or my child) was in one
of your programs at UMCM and |
wanted to let you know that
today they have graduated
college, got married, are raising
a family or volunteering in their
community all because of what
you and the United Methodist
Church did to inspire and en-
courage them at a point in their
lives when hope was hard to
find."

UMCM is about changing lives. It
is about building bridges of
understanding between
individuals from diverse back-
grounds, cultures and beliefs
and building understanding
between diverse communities
and the church. It is a transform-
ing ministry where God is a verb
not a noun! Above all else,
UMCM is a servant ministry of-
fering a place for ALL who have
a servant heart and a desire to
live that out in relationship to
their “neighbor.” We are an
expression to the church and the
community of God's unfailing
love, grace and hope! UMCM
seeks to bring the church into
the world and the world into the

have given tirelessly to help make the
ministry what it is today. You have
blessed my life in so many ways.
Thank You! | eagerly look forward to
the next chapter and the opportunities
God has for me.

Grace and Peace,

Deaconess

PACT Program

Skycrest UMC and Union Street UMC
Families joined for a wonderful day of
learning and fun at the Clearwater
Library. A special thanks goes to
Skycrest Pastor Fred Ball, who drove
the bus, and Jennifer
the Youth
Department at
Clearwater
Library  for
such a
creative
program.
Kudos to
Francys,
Doriscell, and
Tracey!

Obermeier and




PASS+ Volunteers Honored

PASS+ Volunteers (Left to Right) Betsy Kenas, Bette Simon, Sara Boynton, Pat Goldschmidt,
Michelle Zhang, Tracey Stamp, Randy Malaivanh, Mich  ael Phane and Barbara Humphreys -
National Volunteer Week was April 19 - 25 and our volunteers were reminded of how
much impact they've had on the lives of those they serve as they received "thank you's"
created just for them. All of our program sites recognized their volunteers in a special way.

New ESOL Tutors Ready to Start - During the first quarter of 2009, 23 new tutors
completed the ESOL training workshop. Another 6 are finishing the online training course
which will prepare them to work with immigrants and refugees with limited English skills.
Contact Pam Quialls, if you wish to join the next session at pam.umcm@verizon.net.

Children of The World
Preschool

Preschoolers Learn Egg Art - Senka, a Pre-
school Mom and Child Enrichment Specialist from
Bosnia, demonstrated the art of "Flower Eggs," a family The Preschool visited

tradition that is practiced in preparation for Easter. Boyd Park on March 25.

HONOR ROLL OF GIVING

JANUARY - MARCH 2009
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Teacher of the Year joins

UMCM Staff - Julie Jones,

Pinellas County Teacher Trainer ,
recently joined the PASS+ After-
School Tutorial Staff. The
Teacher of the Year for Hillsbor-

ough County in 1995, explains, “I
see the PASS+ children regularly at
Sand Lane Elementary and King's
Highway Elementary where | am a
Reading Trainer , and thought it

Congratulations PASS+ kids for a great job!

would be neat

to enjoy

their

success firsthand as a tutor.”

PASS+ Kids

Achieve High! The
grade cards are in and
every one of the 30 kids
(100%) achieved C's or
above. Gina McPher-
son, PASS+ Director
reports, “Nearly half
(48%) achieved all B's or
above and one student
earned a 4-point! This
was made possible by
your generous donations
and help of our fine staff
and volunteers.

Around the District

Cris Wolfe nominated

for “Volunteer of the
Year" at in Tampa Bay's
United Way Education

Category on April 22. As the
Pasadena ESOL Coordinator,
Cris will always be UMCM’s
Volunteer of the Year!

Dream Come True -
Thuy Le came to the
ESOL program with
little English. After hard
work with her ESOL
tutors, including
Suzanne Conti (left.)
She became a U.S.
Citizen on March 12!

PALM HARBOR Reaches Out to Unemployed
PHUMC held a seminar April 2 to help their unemployed
and underemployed. The seminar provided a checklist
for an effective job search plan. The seminar and the
church's newly formed Employment Support Network
(ESN) support church members, but anyone is welcome.
Meetings are Thurs. at 7:00 - 9:00 PM at PHUMC, call
Cathy Hart (727) 785-7487.

Newsletter Changes

Due to high postage rates,
Reaching Out Newsletter
will be sent only online as
well as our monthly E News.
If you have an e-mail address
and would like to continue to
receive Reaching Out and
monthly updates, please
e-mail your address and
request to Nancy Currens at
nancyc.umcm@verizon.net

Needs List
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