April 5, 2010

To:  United Methodist Women Units and Circles

Re:  Ditty Bags 2010

Dearest Sisters in Christ:

It’s time to begin preparing for this year’s Ditty Bag Project!  I know that many of you have already been stitching bags and gathering supplies, so I’m sure we’re off to a great start.  Last year, we provided 2,956 bags to the homeless and farm worker’s children throughout our district and beyond.  One of our contacts at an organization we work with said, “These bags are so precious to the people we serve, mostly because it touches their hearts to know that others care about their problems.  Please thank everyone who worked to make them and let them know how much they are appreciated.”

I also want to add my thanks for all that you did last year.  It was a difficult year for many, and I value the work that went into keeping the project strong.  We did have a drop in the number of bags distributed from the previous year’s 3,327 bags, so we hope to bring the numbers back up again this year.  Your leadership in this area and the way you get everyone from your church involved in the project is so appreciated as it will help us to reach that goal.

Also in the spirit of getting everyone involved, and because the number of people needing help continues to grow, we will be contacting churches that do not have UMW units and requesting that they participate in the project as well.  Whether it is a women’s group, Sunday School Class, or Youth Group that provides the leadership, we hope to have those churches participating with you in the project in order to expand our ability to serve.

Instructions for the Ditty Bags and their contents are enclosed, as well as information on the drop off points for this year.  There will not be any major changes to the project instructions this year, just two clarifications regarding shampoo/conditioner and number of ditty bags per garbage bag.  Please take a moment to check that information carefully.

If you have questions or concerns at any time, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (727) 442-6881 or pam.umcm@verizon.net.  You can also get resources and information on the project at our website www.umcm.info/dittybag.

Grace and Peace,

Pamela S. Qualls
